
APPENDIX 3

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY - #SHWMAERONMENT

What is the #Shwmaeronment?

In a nutshell, the #Shwmaeronment is designed to allow everyone who wants to do 
so to lay claim to ownership of the Welsh language.

It’s a very, very simple concept – and incredibly easy to take part in it and be in it.

Background

It’s an oft quoted saying that there is a “language divide” in Wales – between those 
who speak Welsh, and those who don’t. Whether there is any truth in this or not – 
the #Shwmaeronment can blow this divide away. By simply saying “Shwmae”, a 
lovely, friendly “Wenglish” greeting when we see people, we are showing support 
and pride in our language, even if that’s the only word of it we feel confident to 
speak.

Our language is something that belongs to all of us – and especially so here in 
Merthyr Tydfil. Just over 100 years ago, 90%+ of the population here spoke Welsh – 
so we’re not doing something new by saying a few words of Welsh, we’re simply 
doing what was natural for most people here not that long ago.

What or where is the #Shwmaeronment?

It’s anywhere where we feel comfortable about saying the word “Shwmae” – this 
might be in the office, the school corridor, to the Bus Driver, to a shopkeeper, a 
customer or our mum, dad, brother, sister or mate. We can add “Bore da” or “Pnawn 
da” if we like – but we don’t have to! It will become something that’s synonymous 
with pride in our square mile, our square metre even, wherever that may be in or 
around the County Borough of Merthyr Tydfil. With time, people will come to know 
that Merthyr Tydfil IS the #Shwmaeronment – that a warm Merthyr Tydfil welcome is 
different, special and uniquely local, whether it is with our fellow residents, visitors 
from nearby places or tourists from far afield.

It will mark the people of Merthyr Tydfil out as being particularly friendly – and in a 
unique, Welsh way.

It will make us all aware of where we come from, of our heritage, of our local area 
and its (Welsh speaking!) history and with time, it will become a part of our make-up, 
something that makes us stand out proudly as being from Merthyr Tydfil, and from 
Wales.

When does it start?

Now!


